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at Fall Convocation of Grand Valley State Colleges 
By Arend D. Lubbers, President 
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THE OPENING OF A NEW ACADEMIC YEAR EXCITES 
ME. WHAT PROFESSION HAS MORE OPPORTUNITY FOR A 
FRESH START THAN EDUCATION? WE HAVE OUR PERIODS 
OF HIGH ACTIVITY, OUR SLACK TIMES TO BE USED FOR 
THOUGHT AND REFLECTION, BREAKS FOR STUDENTS, 
ALLOWING THEM TO REPLENISH EMPTY COFFERS, VACATION, 
AND THEN BEGINNING AGAIN WITH NEW HOPES AND NEW 
GOALS. SUCH A CALENDAR HELPS US MEASURE OUR 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND REFRESH OUR MINDS AND SPIRITS 
AT FREQUENT INTERVALS. WE CAN LIVE THE LIFE OF THE 
MIND, BEING CONSTANTLY STIMULATED BY IDEAS, THOUGHT 
AND EVEN ARGUMENTS. OUR VOCATION IS TO DEAL WITH 
THE PART OF LIFE'S SUBSTANCE THAT IS OF ULTIMATE IMPORTANCE. 
THE STUFF OF OUR DAILY WORK IS KNOWLEDGE, CREATIVITY, 
JUDGEMENT, VALUE, MEANING, AND FINALLY PURPOSE. 
HOW BLESSED WE ARE IN THIS TIME OF OUR LIVES TO BE 
HERE AT GRAND VALLEY DOING WHAT WE WANT TO DO. 
TO ALL OF YOU WHO HAVE BEEN OR ARE NOW BECOMING 
A PART OF THE GRAND VALLEY COMMUNITY OF COLLEGES, 
WELCOME TO YOUR COLLEGE, YOUR PROFESSIONAL HOME. 
AS PRESIDENT OF THIS COMMUNITY, LET ME EXPRESS TO EACH, 
ON BEHALF OF ALL, GRATITUDE FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO 
OUR COMMON LIFE TOGETHER. STUDENTS, FACULTY, STAFF, 
PARENTS AND OTHER FRIENDS OF GRAND VALLEY, YOU ARE 
APPRECIATED AS WE BEGIN THIS NEW ACADEMIC YEAR. 
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LAST YEAR WHEN WE GATHERED TOGETHER IN OUR 
SEVERAL COUNCILS TO OPEN THE YEAR, WE TALKED ABOUT 
PLANNING. THROUGHOUT 1977-78 THE PEOPLE OF THIS 
COMMUNITY WORKED TO FORMULATE THE PRINCIPLES AND 
GENERAL PLANS FOR THE NEXT PHASE OF GRAND VALLEY'S 
DEVELOPMENT. WE ARE NOW READY TO TAKE A LAST LOOK 
AT THOSE PRINCIPLES AND PLANS AND SUBMIT OUR FINAL 
DECISIONS TO THE BOARD OF CONTROL. 
1977-78 MAY HAVE BEEN THE YEAR OF THE SNAKE FOR 
THE CHINESE. FOR US, IT WAS THE YEAR OF "THE PLAN." 
IN ITS PRESENT FORM THE PLAN IS A SET OF OBJECTIVES. 
NOW WE MUST ESTABLISH GOALS FOR THIS YEAR THAT WILL 
BRING US CLOSER TO OUR OBJECTIVES. WE HAVE A GOOD 
TARGET DATE FOR THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THIS YEAR'S 
GOALS--THE APRIL VISIT OF A TEAM OF PROFESSORS AND 
ADMINISTRATORS REPRESENTING THE NORTH CENTRAL ASSOCIATION. 
WE ARE A COMMUNITY WITH ACADEMIC STRENGTH. THEY 
WILL TEST THAT STRENGTH, AND OUR SENSE OF PROFESSIONAL 
RESPONSIBILITY AND PRIDE REQUIRE THAT WE PASS WITH HIGH 
MARKS. IN AMERICAN HIGHER EDUCATION, WE ARE UNIQUE 
AND WE ARE SOUND; WE ARE NEW, YET WE HAVE IN OUR 
COLLECTIVE EXPERIENCE KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM THAT COME 
FROM A LONG TRADITION OF LEARNING AND TEACHING. 
THOUGHTFULLY, CAREFULLY, COLLECTIVELY, WE WILL BEGIN 
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TO ACT ON OUR OBJECTIVES. THIS CAN BE A STIMULATING YEAR 

OF PROGRESS FOR ALL OS US, AND WE CAN SEE THE FRUITS OF 

OUR LABORS EVALUATED IN APRIL. 

I HAVE MENTIONED PRINCIPLES, PLANS, OBJECTIVES, AND 
GOALS WITHOUT DEFINING THEM. TO MAKE COMPLETE SENSE 
OF THESE REMARKS, ONE MUST BE FAMILIAR WITH THE 2 7 RECOMMENDED 
OBJECTIVES SUBMITTED BY THE PLANNING BOARD AND PUBLISHED 
IN THE GRAND VALLEY FORUM. ANYONE WHO WANTS A COPY 
SHOULD SEEK IT OUT AT THE PUBLICATIONS OFFICE IN 
MANITOU HALL. 
I AM NOT POLLYANNA. I KNOW THERE WILL BE 

DISAGREEMENTS ABOUT OBJECTIVES, OR IF NOT, THEN ABOUT 

THE ANNUAL GOALS \VE SET TO REACH THOSE OBJECTIVES. 

THIS WILL NOT BE A YEAR WITHOUT PROBLEMS IN OUR 

COMMUNITY. ONE HAS ALREADY RAISED ITS SOAKING HEAD 

THE FIELD HOUSE ROOF. LET ME EXPLAIN WHAT HAS HAPPENED. 

[Ad lib remarks about Field House roof, engineer's recommendation to 
close upper floor, arrangements for use of facilities other than Field House 
for athletics/recreation program] 
. BUT WHATEVER DIFFICULTIES CONFRONT US, WE CAN 

OVERCOME OR, AT LEAST, MANAGE. INTELLIGENCE, GOOD WILL 

AND A DEGREE OF COMMON PURPOSE CAN HOLD AN INSTITUTION 

TOGETHER, CAN PROPEL IT FORWARD, CAN MAKE IT EXCELLENT, 

NO MATTER WHAT THE CIRCUMSTANCES. 
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EXCELLENT! HOW DID I REFRAIN FROM USING THAT 
OFT-USED WORD UNTIL NOW? IT IS WITH ME, LURKING 
CONCIOUSLY OR SUBCONSCIOUSLY, IN EVERY THOUGHT 
I HAVE, OR ACTION I TAKE AT GRAND VALLEY. WHEN I 
CONSIDER TEACHING, IT IS THERE. WHEN MY MIND RUNS 
TO SCHOLARLY RESEARCH AT GVSC, IT IS THERE. POSITIONS 
TO BE FILLED CALL IT INTO CONSCIOUSNESS. WHEN I 
CONSIDER HOW STUDENTS ARE ADVISED, WHEN I CONTEMPLATE 
THE ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEMS THAT ARE SUPPOSED TO MAKE 
OUR COMMUNITY OPERATE SMOOTHLY AND HUMANELY, 
WHEN I OBSERVE THE SEVERAL LIFE STYLES THAT ARE EVIDENT 
IN OUR COMMUNITY, WHEN I V/ATCH US AT PLAY, WHEN I 
CHALLENGE AND ADVOCATE VALUES, BEHOLD IT IS THERE. 
ABOV.E ALL ELSE, WE MUST BE EXCELLENT, IN OUR TEACHING, 
IN OUR SCHOLARSHIP, IN OUR ADMINISTRATION, AND IN OUR 
HUMANITY. THIS IS MY HOPE AND NEVER ENDING THEME 
FOR GRAND VALLEY. 
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